
 

March 2010: Argentina Month –Wines with Altitude! 
World’s No. 5  
Rocking in at Number 5 in the world’s wine production, Argentina is the leader in both quantity and quality in South America.  The main feature of Argentina’s 
vineyards is that they are planted higher than almost any other in the world.  The high altitude allows the grapes to ripen in the heat of the sun whilst enjoying 
significant cooling during the night.  These extremes of temperature increase and elongate the flavour profiles whilst allowing the grapes to retain the much 
needed balancing acidity.   
 
Grapes 
Malbec, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and Syrah are the main red grape varieties that attain dominance in Argentina in addition to a dash of Bonarda, with Malbec 
being the “signature” grape.  Aside from the more usual international white grape varieties of Chardonnay and Sauvignon,  Argentina makes much of the 
deliciously, aromatic Torrontes.   
 
Highly Regarded 
Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate puts Argentina very high on the agenda and focuses on what great value the wines from this country provide, in particular the 
Malbec variety that appears to excel in the high, irrigated vineyards of Mendoza.  
 
Get Stuck In! 
There are a raft of different wines to enjoy from Argentina and for the whole of March you can enjoy them all at case rate.  Every week we’ll have more on 
tasting in the shops as they arrive on the shelves with the view to making a larger selection from this amazing wine country a permanent feature. 
 
Erik 
 



Vintage Wine Vineyard/Producer Region 
Usual 
Bottle 
Rate 

March 
Bottle Rate 

Bodegas Tapiz,  Mendoza 
Fincas Patagonicas (Tapiz’s parent company) is one of the most technologically advanced wineries in Argentina and marries Argentina's best vineyards with 
winemaking expertise. Fincas Patagonicas vineyards are located in various locations, ranging in altitude from 1000m to 1400m above sea level. 

2008 Tapiz Torrontes 
2009 Decanter Best Varietal Winner! Delicate tropical aromas in the glass combined with a full & rounded perfumed body. 

£9.99 £8.75 
2007 Tapiz Reserve Chardonnay 
Single vineyard chardonnay from a high-profile Chilean producer. Their 2007 Chardonnay is a traditional oaked style, with a delicious 
apple-and-peach nose. A lovely glass of delicious, fresh white wine. 

£13.99 £12.00 

 

El Porvenir de Los Andes, Salta  

El Porvenir de los Andes has been around since the 1890’s but went through a period of significant expansion and update in the 1980’s. Nowadays they own two 
vineyards in Cafayate, at 1350m above sea level. This is divided into two estates: Río Seco and El Retiro. 

2006 Amauta Cab Sauv/Merlot 
Confined in the top north west corner of Argentina, the Salta region boast the highest vineyards in the world. The name Amauta harks 
back to the days when this was part of the Inca empire and means 'one who teaches how to live' ! This is a modern winery hidden 
behind an old facade but the dedication to quality from vineyard to bottle is evident. 

£18.99 £16.50 

2006 Amauta Malbec 
Vivacious red ruby colour. Red ripe fruits, with a second line of spice, combines with wood and a light smoked and toasted smell. This is 
full-bodied, delicious malbec crying out for a ribeye steak. 

£18.99 £16.50 

2005 Laborum Tannat 
Amarone-styled and slightly spicy, well structured with balanced acidity and sweet but firm tannins. Still young ς this is going to be 
something in a few more years. 

£25.99 £23.00 

 
Mauricio Lorca, Mendoza  
Mauricio Lorca is a homebird: born less than 100km from where he eventually bought the land which was to become Bodegas y Vinedos Mauricio Lorca, he 
looked for sufficient land at the right altitude (1050m) to create a vineyard in which each vine has room to expand.  

2009 Malbrontes Malbec/Torrentes 
An homage to a Cote Rotie, using Malbec with dash of torrontes, "...It's young ... very satisfying, well balanced, velvety fruit with just a 
lightly floral note...this one certainly seems a good buy to me for drinking over the next year or two. It is even gentle enough to consider 
drinking without food." Jancis Robinson February 2010. 

£9.99 £8.75 

 

http://www.jancisrobinson.com/articles/a20100222.html


Bodegas Mendel, Mendoza  

MENDEL Winery is the brainchild of Roberto de la Mota -one of Argentina’s best winemakers. Mendel are proud owners of some fantastic 80-year-old malbec 
and cabernet sauvignon vineyards located in Perdriel, sitting between 900-1100m above sea level. 
2007 Malbec 
фл Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ wƻōŜǊǘ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ²ƛƴŜ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΤ wƻōŜǊǘƻ ŘŜ ƭŀ aƻǘŀ ƻŦ /ƘŜǾŀƭ ŘŜǎ !ƴŘŜǎ ŦŀƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ CV. 
Very deep red/purple in the glass, aromas of ripe plums, raspberries and a tinge of fragrant violets. Fullbodied and chewy with a 
delicious flavour of raspberries & plums, ending on smooth caramel. 

£18.99 £16.50 

 

Susana Balbo, Mendoza  

Susana Balbo stands out not only for her gender, but for her incredible skill and experience. She has been making wine since she earned her oenology degree in 1981 and it 
shows. Working with grapes from high up in the Cafayate Valley (1350m above sea level). 

2009 Zohar Torrontes 
Made by one of Argentina's few female wine makers, this is a delicious and wonderfully balanced, aromatic white.  If you've never tried 
Torrontes, it's a bit like a dry Gewurztraminer but much fresher.  Perfect as an aperitif and great with thai foods. 

£11.99 £10.50 

 
Vistalba, Mendoza  

One of the oldest vineyards in Mendoza, Vistalba is situated in the Valle de Vistalba. The soil is composed sands and stones, all caught by the old-style flood 
defences designed to produce high yields left a heavy deposit from the river, which may explain the wine’s extra dimension of minerality and complexity. The 60-
year-old vineyards are a jewel in the crown of Argentinean winemaking and the wines are rapidly achieving cult status. 
2006 Vistalba Corte C Malbec Merlot 
±ƛǎǘŀƭōŀΩǎ нллс /ƻǊǘŜ / ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ул҈ aŀƭōŜŎ ŀƴŘ нл҈ aŜǊƭƻǘΦ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƻŀƪ ŦƻǊ м2 
months. Purple-coloured, it has an expressive nose of cedar, spice box, cassis, and black cherry. On the palate it displays some elegance, 
ripe flavours, plenty of spice, and good balance. A seamless effort. 
Wine Advocate # 184 Aug 2009 Jay Miller (88 points) 

£9.99 £8.75 

2006 Vistalba Corte A Malbec Cabernet Sauvignon Bonarda 
±ƛǎǘŀƭōŀΩǎ нллс /ƻǊǘŜ ! ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ фл҈ aŀƭōŜŎ ŀƴŘ 10% Cabernet Sauvignon aged for 18 months in new French oak. A glass-
staining opaque purple colour, it offers up an expressive bouquet of toasty new oak, pencil lead, spice box, black cherry, and a hint of 
chocolate. Full-bodied, dense, and packed, it has layers of flavour, sweet fruit, and full tannin. 
eRobertParker.com # 184 Aug 2009 Jay Miller (91 points) 

£25.99 £22.50 

 
 
 
 



Cobos, Mendoza  

The wines of Viña Cobos are the result of a shared dream inspired by the passion of an American winemaker and two partners from a wine-producing culture 
deeply rooted in European traditions. Nestled at the foot of the Andes Mountain in the unique microclimate of Perdriel, the Marchiori Vineyard is located at 
around 950m-1150m. 

2007 Felino Cabernet Sauvignon 
The purple-colored 2007 Felino Cabernet Sauvignon offers up spicy black currants and blackberry. Smooth-textured and layered, it has 
ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅΣ ǇǳǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ /ŀōŜǊƴŜǘ {ŀǳǾƛƎƴƻƴΦ 
Wine Advocate # 180 Dec 2008 Jay Miller (91 points) 

£12.99 £11.25 

2006 Malbec Lujan de Cuyo Bramare 
The purple-colored 2006 Bramare Malbec spent 18 months in French and American oak including 38% new American and was bottled 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ όŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ IƻōōǎΩ ǿƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜύΦ Lǘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǳǇ ŀƴ ŀƭƭǳǊƛƴƎ ƴƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŜŘŀǊΣ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻΣ ǎǇƛce box, cola, and 
black cherry. This is followed by a full-bodied, layered, smooth-textured wine with gobs of fruit already revealing considerable 
complexity. The wine has superb depth, concentration, and length. It can be enjoyed now but should easily last for another decade. 
Wine Advocate # 180 Dec 2008 Jay Miller (94 points) 

£24.99 £21.75 

 
Tomero, Mendoza 
Another project from Carlos Pulenta, Tomero is located in the upper Uco Valley. Carlos named the new venture after “the Tomero”, the traditional irrigation 
worker  who renders it possible to grow vines at all in this region. 

2008 Tomero Malbec 
Intense violet red colour. Aromas of fresh plums, dried figs and vanilla. In the mouth it has a sweet entrance, with good structure and a 
long finish.  The San Francisco Wine Exchange 

£9.99 £8.75 

   
Luigi Bosca, Mendoza  
The Arizu family have been making wine since 1883 with lots of vineyards in prime bits of Mendoza. In all, the Luigi Bosca estate has around 400 hectares of vines in Luyán de Cujo and Maipú.  

2008 Tempranillo 
Soft, juicy ŘŀǊƪ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƛƻƧŀΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƎǊŀǇŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŦŦ 

£8.99 £8.00 
2008 Pinot Noir Reserva 
Shining ruby red colour. A fresh, fruity and velvety wine with great body. With red berries, strawberries, violet and chocolate aromas, it 
is a vigorous and attractive wine which combines strength and elegance. 

£12.99 £11.25 

Gougenheim, Mendoza   
2008 Gougenheim Malbec  
άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŜǊ ǿƛƴŜǎΦ {ǿŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎǳƛƭƛƴƎΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǊƛǇŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƭŀǘŜ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎǇƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀǘ extract. Lots of delivery and no 
ƘŜŀǾƛƴŜǎǎΦ ±ŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘΦ DƻƻŘ ǾŀƭǳŜΦέWŀƴŎƛǎ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нллф 

£11.99 £10.50 
 

http://www.erobertparker.com/members/info/legend.asp
http://www.sfwe.com/pdf/wineries/Tomero/TOMERO%20MALBEC%202008%20FINAL.pdf

