
Pegasus Bay Winery, awarded Robert Parker’s highest producer 
rating   "Outstanding" 
Parker’s Wine Buyer’s Guide 7th edition, USA 

 
Its’ a family affair: 

Pegasus Bay is a real family business.  Head of the family is Associate Professor and 

Consultant Neurologist, Ivan Donaldson.   His wife Christine, is still involved in the business 

however directs most of her energy into maintaining the winery's extensive grounds.  

Their eldest son, Matthew, holds both an oenology degree and a postgraduate diploma in 

viticulture from Roseworthy College in Australia and he and his wife Lynnette, another 

oenologist, are the winemakers. Edward Donaldson, is marketing manager and, as a 

trained chef, supervises the Pegasus Bay Vineyard Restaurant whilst Paul, the youngest 

son, is the General Manager of the company. 

 
A Wonderful Climate 

 The Waipara Valley is in the South Island of New Zealand, 30 minutes drive north of 

Christchurch.  Waipara Valley is separated from the ocean by a range of hills which protect 

it from the cooling winds of the Pacific.  To the west lie the Southern Alps from whence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the region's hot nor'west winds derive. Its sheltered position, but proximity to the sea, 

give it warm days, cool nights and a dry autumn, resulting in a very prolonged ripening 

period. This promotes intense flavour development and optimal ripeness, while retaining 

good natural acidity. Within the Waipara Valley Pegasus Bay vineyard gets maximum 

protection from the Pacific's easterly breezes by being tucked up under the lee of the 

Teviotdale Range.  

  

Heat summation during the day is promoted by smooth stones and gravels left behind by 

an ice age glacier. The soil is free draining and of low fertility, resulting in naturally 

reduced vine vigour. This produces low yields of optimally ripened, high quality, flavourful 

grapes, which fully express the qualities of this unique setting.  

 

 



Wine 
No of 

Bottles 
per case  

Usual 
Bottle 
Rate 

Special 
Parcel Price 

Equivalent 
bottle rate  

Main Divide Range 

This range of wines is from the vineyards just beyond the Southern Alps, or “main Divide” as they are known locally.  These wines are made to show delicious clear, elegant fruit.  They come from 
lighter soils and the fruit of younger vines so they are designed for early drinking but still possessing real character and flair, with great varietal expressions. 

2008 Main Divide Sauvignon Blanc 12 
 

£   11.99 £ 108.00  £    9.00  

The spring and early summer were generally mild and warm leading to a good, but not excessive number of berries “setting” on the vines.  The weather throughout the rest of the summer was 
excellent.  Autumn rain caused some initial anxieties but cleared without causing a problem.  The grapes were therefore picked beautifully ripened, with flavoursome fruit and good levels of 
natural acidity. 
 On the nose and mouth the wine shows a complex interplay of tropical fruit characters with elements of passion-fruit, mango and paw-paw, supported by impressions of ripe gooseberries and 
dried herbs.  It is fruity and mouth filling but yet has a refreshing spine of crisp acidity which keeps it focussed and helps draw out its length. 
 

2007 Main Divide Riesling 12 
 

£   11.99 £ 120.00  £    10.00  

2007 had a low cropping level, giving extra concentration and richness. There are a variety of ripe stone fruit characters in the bouquet and flavour, reminiscent of peaches and nectarines. There is 
also a strong citrusy element giving nuances of limes, lemons and mandarins, supported by hints of tropical spices. It has a plump opulent palate, but yet it is kept elegant, lively and fresh by a 
spine of minerality and acidity which draws out its length and provides a perfect foil to its off-dry finish. 
While ready to drink on release it should develop a fascinating array of additional flavour and aroma nuances with careful cellaring. 

  

2008 Main Divide Pinot Noir 12 
 

£   15.99 £ 144.00  £   12.00  

On release the wine has a bright ruby hue.  There are aromas and flavours of cherries and red berry fruits with impressions of raspberries, mulberries and blackberries.  There are also savoury 
hints of grilled mushrooms, black olives and roast game.  Ripe fine grained tannins give it structure and length, but these are covered with a velvety robe, leaving impressions of dark chocolate and 
spice.  While ready to drink on release it should develop extra nuances and complexities over the next few years in bottle. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2094
http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2096
http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2104


Pegasus Bay 
These are the mainstay of the estate and are the wines that have been attracting the most attention.  With each passing year the vines become older and begin to bring on more of a sense of 
terroir and vinosity.  Here minimal intervention is practised at all stages from vine to bottle.  Both Matthew and Lynette believe in traditional sustainable viticultural management, low crop levels, 
minimal handling of fruit during processing and gentle pressing.   The wines go through natural malolactic fermentation and clarify by settling all with the aim to capture the unique flavours of the 
vineyard in our wine.  These guys have had wide experience in Burgundy and one can see this passion come through in their ability to make deliciously crafted, elegant and subtle wines.  

2007 Pegasus Bay Riesling 12x75cl 
 

£   15.99 £ 144.00  £   12.00  

The aromas and flavours invoke impressions of ripe stone fruits, such as nectarines and peaches, supported by hints of tropical spices, passionfruit and lycees.  There is a backbone of tangy lime- 
and lemon-like citrus fruits which add a zesty “nervosity”.  It has a spine of minerality and crisp acidity which keep it tight-knit and focussed, drying out its lingering after-taste. 

2008 Pegasus Bay Sauvignon Semillon 12x75cl 
 

£   16.99 £ 156.00  £   13.00  

In this traditional Bordeaux blend the sauvignon blanc has given a complex range of exotic aromas and flavours suggestive of lychees, paw paw, Turkish musk and passion-fruit, backed by hints of 
gooseberry and dried wild herbs.  The semillon has added complementary lemon and lime flavours and helps fill out the mid-palate providing weight and depth.  The wine has a backbone of tangy 
minerality and acidity which helps dry out the palate and give it a zippy finish. 
While ready to drink on release it should develop additional fascinating nuances with careful cellaring over the next 5-6 years and should live for a decade or more. 
 

2006 Pegasus Bay Pinot Noir 12x75cl 
 

£   24.99 £ 222.00  £   18.50  

The wine has a vibrant carmine hue.  Its aromas and flavours are a complex interplay of fruity and savoury elements, suggesting cherries, raspberries and blackberries, intermingled with roast 
game, grilled mushrooms, black olives, liquorice and coffee.  There is a dense core of fruit in the mouth that is supported by a backbone of firm, ripe tannins which flow evenly through the palate 
and should help the wine age gracefully. 
 

 

The Reserve Range 
In great vintages Matthew and Lynette make a selection of their very best barrels and these go into their “Reserve” range.  These are only made in the very best years and show superbly the ability 
that both the winemakers and the region possesses. Obviously very small allocations of these are available so when they’ve gone, they’ve gone! 

2006 Pegasus Bay Prima Donna Pinot Noir 6x75cl 
 

£   43.99 £   195.00 £   32.50  

This wine was made from a selection of the best barrels which were, as usual, from the oldest vines.  At the time of release, the wine has a rich, ruby hue with a hint of vermillion.  The aromas and 
flavours show complex intertwining of fruity and savoury elements.  Berry fruits, such as raspberries and blackberries mingle with ripe, black cherries, purple peaches and plums.  There is a 
supporting underlay of roast game, grilled bacon, mushrooms and the scent of a wood fired barbeque.  There is depth and concentration in the mouth, but it avoids being ponderous and heavy, 
remaining light and lively.  The ripe tannins gradually expand on the palate so that the wine swells and becomes velvety and mouth-filling.  There is a spine of natural acidity which keeps it tight 
knit and muscular. 
While ready to drink on release, with careful cellaring it should develop additional layers of complexity for 8-12 years after harvest and live well beyond this. 

 
 

 

http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2088
http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2090
http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2092
http://www.thevineking.com/WineDetails.asp?WID=2102


 

 

 

 

 

What the Critics say: 

Pegasus Bay Winery, awarded Robert Parker’s highest producer 
rating   "Outstanding" 
Parker’s Wine Buyer’s Guide 7th edition, USA 
  

ϦtŜƎŀǎǳǎ .ŀȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎΦϦ 
Neil Martin, The Wine Advocate, USA, 2008 

"Pegasus Bay gets my vote for Waipara's top producer for a number 
ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΤ ƛǘΩs wines are often exceptionally good and are always 
made in adventurous, out of the main stream styles". 
Bob Campbell, MW, Gourmet Traveller, Australia 
  

"If a wine critic was not passionate about any of Pegasus Bay's wine 
they should seriously consider a change in career" 
NZ Wine Country 2007 
 

"Pegasus Bay is Canterbury's leading producer" 
Michael Cooper’s Wine Atlas 2008, New Zealand 
  

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƴŜǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ  When I returned to the UK I 
frequently ended up in conversation with fellow wine writers about 
New Zealand wine and whenever their name cropped up, there was 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎέ  
Neil Martin, eRobertParker.com 

 

All Pictures Property of Pegasus Bay Marketing – with thanks! 


